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Asia SARAJEVO, Jan 30 (Reuters) - Outgoing peace overseer Paddy '
Europe Ashdown urged Bosnians on Monday to take the Balkan country's
. destiny in their own hands if they want to join the European Union % '
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— — Ashdown will be replaced on Tuesday by ex-German government e A
elect a country _* minister Christian Schwarz-Schilling as the international ¥ RESET FULL -SIZE MAP -3
TOPICS Communityls pOWerfUl ngh Representative in Bosnia. » Bosnia-Herzegovina profile
Select a topic +! "Itis time to make a break with the past and leave behind the - View Sarajevo
IMAGES international imposition," Ashdown told the Bosnian parliament in a MORE 3

speech marking the end of his almost four-year-long mandate.
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Pictures Galleries "If you -- indeed we in the international community -- cannot make
Satellite Images this change, Bosnia cannot go to Europe," he said.

Interactive Map Under Ashdown's strong guidance, Bosnia's Muslim, Serbs and
RESOURCES Croats have come a long way towards bridging differences

NGO Directory stemming from the 1992-95 war.

Training They have agreed to strengthen central government and set up
Jobs joint state-level military, police, tax authority and courts.
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NGO SERVICES The EU rewarded this progress with the start this week of the talks

on a Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA), the first step
on the long road to membership in the wealthy bloc. They are
expected to be wrapped up in a year.
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But international involvement remains indispensable in the country
divided into the autonomous Muslim-Croat federation and Serb

Take the quiz...
: Republic in which 6,000 European Union troops guard peace.
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Schwarz-Schilling will succeed Ashdown in the dual post of the
interventionist High Representative, who can sack official and
impose laws, and low-profile EU Special Representative.
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A Sarajevo think-tank said the former post should cease to exist
once Bosnia signed the SAA and urged Schwarz-Schilling to

Tsunami AidWatch ; . .
carefully use his powers in the meantime.
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"While he should not shy away from using these sweeping powers
when necessary, he must use this last period of their application to
ensure that an efficient system is in place for the period after their
suspension," the Centre for European Integration Strategies (CEIS)
said in a policy paper last week.

Bosnians started constitutional reform talks last year but they got
stuck earlier this month over the Bosnian Serbs' opposition to
creating a single instead of the tri-presidency and shifting more
The hungry can't chew powers from the two regions to the state.
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