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From the Executive Director

While CEIS activities in the first half of 2006 centered on a
set of focused policy briefs, the second half was devoted to
more typical outputs: opinion pieces, more detailed analyses,
and books.

We had the opportunity to elaborate what might be considered
a “concrete utopia” for Kosovo, or at the very least an
innovative approach to the concept of “status process:” in
order to escape the current dead end of independence vs.
autonomy, we proposed to envisage Kosovo’s future on a
completely different basis — that of Kosovo as an autonomous
EUropean region within a regional legal framework based on
EU legislation. We had the chance not only to publish a set of
papers (in French, Italian, and English) but also to present this
idea at a conference organized in Rome by our partner, the
Osservatorio sui Balcani, with the support of the Italian
Minister of Foreign Affairs.

We also began a review of Germany’s new Ostpolitik — based
on “Wandel durch Anndherung” (change through getting
closer) — which aims to update not only relations between
Germany and Russia but also the EU’s policy toward Russia
during Germany’s six-month EU presidency, which begins
January 1. This is of course an issue we have to focus on
during the first half of 2007.

After the accession of Bulgaria and Romania on January 1, the
effectiveness of the transition process in the remaining
countries will decide about their EU future. But another
element is also needed: the new Europe of 27 will have to
work out a consensus on the next steps of the enlargement
process and of its neighborhood policy. Despite the somewhat
reassuring tone of the Commission’s enlargement strategy
paper (presented on 8 November 2006), few doubt that the
European future will for some Balkan countries — especially
Bosnia, Serbia, and Montenegro — begin to resemble a maze
with many dead ends. Navigating it will require taking the
right turns — and we at the CEIS hope to contribute to
identifying them.
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Books

The CEIS has been working on several books
whose publication will start in early 2007. The
second revised edition of Christophe Solioz’
Turning Points in Post-war Bosnia will be
available from Nomos as of February 2007.
This book outlines some basic trends, focusing
on three key issues facing the country:
democratization and transitions processes,
country ownership, and potential turning points.
Addressing these issues in a non-dogmatic way,
in the spirit of constructive criticism, the book
concludes that both the EU and Bosnia must
now seize their opportunities and
responsibilities.

Face your Fears — Au défi de la guerre by
Valérie Frey will be published in March 2007
by La Bacconiere/Arts. The book will present
the pictures of Valérie Frey’s exhibition Face
your Fears with texts by Claude Delarue,
Charles-Henri Favrod, Valérie Frey, and Louise
L. Lambrichs.

Next Step in Croatia’s Transition Process edited
by Srdjan Dvornik and Christophe Solioz, will
be published in June 2007 by Nomos. It gathers
texts by Zarko Puhovski, Ivo Biganié, Srdjan
Vrcan, Srdjan Dvornik, and Paul Stubbs and
results from the project “The Next Steps — The
state of the transition and democratization
process in Croatia.” This project (continued and
expanded in Bosnia and Croatia during the years
2003-2005) aimed to provide local experts with
an opportunity to discuss the complex
interaction between internal and international
actors with a view to produce tailored,
ownership-oriented recommendations. Most of
the texts were first discussed during a seminar
held in Zagreb on 25 February 2005 and
published in late 2005 as Transformacija
hrvatske: sljedeci korak (Zagreb).

At the end of 2006 we published, as a follow-up
project of the Association Bosnia and
Herzegovina 2005, Kultura i Obrazovanje u
Bosni i Hercegovini. Na tragu novih politika,
with contributions from Jasmina Husanovi¢,
Damir Arsenijevi¢ Tanja Mileti¢-Orucevic,
Dina Durakovi¢, Damir Imamovi¢, Sejla
Sehabovi¢, Svetlana Purkovié, Bojan Arula,
Aida Kalender, Adisa Bagi¢- Ceco and Edina
Husanovi¢.
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ARTICLES

Christophe Solioz published several papers on Bosnia
and Herzegovina. In a paper published by Munchen-
based Siidosteuropa Mitteilungen (no. 3, 2006) he
draws attention to the implications of Bosnia and
Herzegovina’s membership in the Council of Europe,
also reviewing the involvement of the European
Commission for Democracy through Law (Venice
Commission) in Bosnia’s constitutional debate. This
article is now available as CEIS working papers series
no 1.

In Le Courrier des pays de I’Est (no. 1056, 2006) —
published in Paris by La Documentation frangaise, the
publishing house of the French Foreign Office — he
reviews the current politic and economic situation, as
well as the perspectives and limits of the ownership
paradigm, focusing on the constitutional debate as
well as on the European integration process.

As the discussions around the status of Kosovo enter
a crucial phase, Solioz published a set of papers in Le
Temps (10 October 2006) as well as in Osservatorio
sui Balcani and Le Courrier des Balkans (in late
August), considering that the time has come to seek
an original and innovative solution: to declare the
Kosovo region European. Such an approach would
constitute a real compromise: the Kosovar Albanian
aspirations would be globally taken into account, and
the dissociation of notions of state, of sovereignty,
and of nation would alleviate some of Belgrade’s
hyper-sensitivity. A nationalism smacking of the 19"
century would be replaced by a dynamic regional
approach that would be inscribed in a process of
European integration yet to be confirmed. These
papers provided the framework of the conference
organized in Rome on 15 December 2006 by
Osservatorio sui Balcani (see p. 3).

Against the background of the murder of Anna
Politkovskaia, a CEIS op-ed, published by La Tribune
de Geneve (12 October 2006), looks at Germany’s
new Ostpolitik which intends to update relations
between Germany and Russia and the EU’s policy
toward Russia during the German EU presidency. The
article focuses on the necessity to link cooperation
with Russia with the human rights dimension as well
as the democratization process.
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CONFERENCES

Invited by the Paris-based Association francaise
d’études sur les Balkans, Christophe Solioz on 8
November 2006 gave a talk on Bosnia outlining
key facts and fundamental trends focusing on
issues further developed in his Turning Points.

The Osservatorio sui Balcani organized on 15
December 2006 in Rome — with the support of
the Italian Foreign Office — a one-day
conference on “Kosovo, region of Europe.”
The speakers were Famiano Crucianelli
(Undersecretary of State for Foreign Affairs),
Christophe Solioz (CEIS), Michele Nardelli
(Osservatorio sui Balcani), Roberto Morozzo
della Rocca (University of Rome 3), Roberto
Musacchio (MEP), and Miodrag Lekic
(University La Sapienza).

The speakers agreed that a long-lasting peace in
Kosovo can only be founded on a new political
perspective that overcomes the nineteenth-
century notion of the nation state, in the
framework of the creation of a political Europe
capable of advocating increased sovereignty and
of fully implementing the principle of
subsidiarity.

The proposal worked out by Michele Nardelli
and Christophe Solioz considers Kosovo as the
“First European Region,” with a status
guaranteed on the international level by a strong
linkage to EU institutions and with self-
government on the internal level.

In his keynote speech, Solioz highlighted that
Kosovo as an autonomous EUropean region —
conceived as part of a status process — would
provide the EU with a clear strategy that would
avoid a clash of approaches: during the time
when Kosovo would have the status of a region,
the EU-led mission would have some executive
powers focusing on a set of achievable
benchmarks; once Kosovo gains access to full
independence, the EU’s actions would be based
only on monitoring and reform implementation.
The added value of such innovative and flexible
approaches for the Contact Group and EU
countries would be that they allow the
international community to move towards a
political settlement and cost-efficient post-crisis
intervention.
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CULTURAL EVENTS

The Gallery of the Comédie de Geneve presented
from 17 November to 9 December 2006 the
exhibition “Face your fears” by the writer and
photographer Valérie Frey. Geneva Vice-Mayor
Patrice Mugny and Anne Bisang, Director of the
Comédie, attended the opening ceremony on 17
November in the presence of Wolfgang Petritsch,
Charles-Henri Favrod as well as many friends.

On 17-18 December 2006, the Culture and Education
Task Force of the Association Bosnia and
Herzegovina 2005 organized a two-day conference at
the Sarajevo Media Center, “In Search of New
Politics in Culture and Education,” with the support
of the Austrian Development Cooperation. The event
was highly successful and attracted a large audience
from the whole of Bosnia and Herzegovina — cultural
and education activists, artists, policy-makers, and
media representative. The event also marked the end
of a two-year research and activist project involving
11 researchers of the new generation in Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

The conference started with the presentation of the
publication “On the trace of new politics: Culture and
education in B&H” in the Bosnian language, one of
the key products of the project. The English-language
version will be published in 2007 and include, like the
Bosnian edition, 11 articles that cover various topics
in the field of culture and education, authored by
project participants Jasmina Husanovi¢, Damir
Arsenijevi¢, Tanja Mileti¢-Orucevi¢, Dina Durakovié,
Damir Imamovié, Sejla Sehabovié, Svetlana
Purkovié, Bojan Arula, Aida Kalender, Adisa Basi¢-
Ceto, and Edina Husanovié.

The conference, attended by 60-70 participants,
sought to reinvigorate an effective public dialogue on
the basis of the project’s long-term aim to provide a
systematic analysis and political critique of culture
and education in postwar Bosnia and Herzegovina, as
the basis for alternative social, political, and cultural
transformation. Its specific goal was to generate new
lines of collective action within the independent
sector in culture, based on networking and lobbying
for change on institutional policy levels. The Platform
for Independent Cultural Sector drafted during the
conference was presented and promoted during the
public debate with prominent representatives of the
cultural sector and government officials, which is
only the beginning of a long-term public action in this
regard.
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CEIS partners and sponsors during 2006
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