


POLICY BRIEFS

The six policy briefs published in the course of the
first half of this year have quickly become the
centerpiece of our activities, meeting with
considerable interest in Bosnia. The CEIS has quickly
established itself as a main player in the policy
discussion in Bosnia, not least thanks to the activities
of'its Sarajevo director, Senda Slatina, whose analysis
has been quoted by the New York Times, the
Economist, and other international media. In Bosnia
itself, all CEIS policy briefs were widely discussed.

Our first policy brief, “Austrian Presidency of the EU
— Regional Approaches to the Balkans” was based on
a seminar held in Vienna on 18 November 2005. It
focused on four policy areas where the application of a
regional approach could contribute both to the
stabilization of the Western Balkans and to the
enhanced effectiveness of the European integration
process: states and borders; EU instruments and
methods; economic development; and society and
culture.

Two other briefs, issued on 26 January and 13 July,
focused on the agenda of the High Representative,
highlighting the fact that constitutional change and
threats to Bosnia’s statehood will require the OHR’s
undivided attention during the coming difficult
months.

The policy brief published on 4 May called on the
international community to re-engage in the process of
constitutional reform in Bosnia, and on the country’s
communities to abandon their wartime myths. It also
suggested that a proper constituent assembly may be
the best way out of the current impasse.

Other briefs highlighted specific issues, for example
EU visa restrictions (3 March). CEIS called on the EU
to get serious about liberalizing its visa regime for the
countries of the Western Balkans and debunked myths
that Bosnia provided sanctuary to terrorism suspects
who might then enter Western Europe once visas are
easier to obtain. The country is a steadfast ally in the
fight against terror and is now reviewing all
naturalizations of foreigners who fought in Bosnia.

The policy brief of 7 April discussed police and
intelligence reform in Bosnia, underlining the
necessity to achieve the full transformation of
Bosnia’s police and intelligence agencies. The CEIS
sees this as a precondition for the smooth transition of
international oversight from an intrusive approach
under OHR leadership to a facilitating and monitoring
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role that will begin with the inauguration of the EUSR
as the international lead agency in the country.

The CEIS homepage provides access to the complete
policy briefs, both in English and Bosnian; the section
“About Us” links to press coverage of the policy briefs
and the press conferences at which they were presented.

ARTICLES |

While most of the CEIS policy briefs focus on Bosnia,
articles deal with a broader range of issues and countries.

On 20 February, Senad Slatina analyzed possible
repercussions of Kosovo’s independence in an article in
Nazavisne Novine.

A set of articles discussed the European integration
process. An article by Christophe Solioz published in
Osservatorio sui Balcani on 4 January called on the EU to
develop a vision capable to restore a “common world”
through innovative and adapted strategies that would
integrate the Western Balkans. In an article published in
Transitions Online on 8 March, Vedran Dzihic and T .K.
Vogel reviewed Austria’s EU presidency and the high
expectations it had raised in the Western Balkans.

Christophe Solioz discussed the prospects for justice in
the post-Milosevic era in an article in La Tribune de
Geneve of 15 March: the need to further establish the
facts, notably by arresting and trying Ratko Mladic and
Radovan Karadzic; to enhance the transfer of ICTY cases
to national courts; and to establish - as recently suggested
by Zoran Pajic — a substantial trust fund for victims. On
23 May Solioz analyzed the victory of the pro-
independence block in Montenegro, the end of
Montenegro's fractious federation with Serbia, and the
consequences for Serbia. Against this background, the
article summarized a recent report presented in the
European Parliament by Elmar Brok and expressed
concern about possible alternatives to the promised EU
integration. The definitive end of Yugoslavia will not end
with the recognition of Montenegro; pro-active regional
and innovative EU integration strategies should renew the
enlargement process.

Linked to the CEIS policy brief on visa issues, Wolfgang
Petritsch and Jakob Finci had an opinion piece in the
Wall Street Journal Europe on 21 March, asking the EU
to relax its rules by starting a “smart visa regime” for
students, journalists and business persons and
streamlining the procedures for others.

These articles can all be found on the CEIS website:
http://www.ceis-eu.org
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7EVENTS B

Media conferences were held in Sarajevo to present
policy briefs, but the CEIS also organized other
events during this period.

The first of these was a public presentation and
discussion in Vienna on 25 January of Austrian
Presidency of the EU: Regional Approaches to the
Balkans, a CEIS book published jointly with the
Centre for the Study of Global Governance at the
London School of Economics.

On 15 March, again in Vienna, CEIS organized an
evening conference on constitutional reform in the
context of the EU integration process. Speakers
were Josef Marko, Christophe Solioz, Vedran
Dzihic and Armina Galijas. Christophe Solioz’s
presentation focusing on the involvement of the
Venice Commission in Bosnia’s constitutional
debate was subsequently published by
Stidosteuropa Mitteilungen (no. 3, 2006) and is also
available as the first CEIS Working Paper.

7|NVITATIEIN TO CONFERENCES B

CEIS was invited to attend various conferences. On
5 April Christophe Solioz participated in the
international conference “Advancing Democracy:
Justice, Pluralism, and Participation” held in
Istanbul by the World Movement for Democracy in
cooperation with the Turkish Economic and Social
Studies Foundation and the Helsinki Citizens’
Assembly (hCa). He presented a conference paper
on the “Strengths and Weaknesses of Civil Society
in the Balkans” in a workshop on “Civic
Experiences in Post-Conflict Reconciliation.”

On 6-7 May Wolfgang Petritsch and Christophe
Solioz participated at the 9™ conference of the
Balkan Political Club in Sarajevo, where Wolfgang
Petritsch presented a keynote speech.

On 5-7 May, Senad Slatina participated in a
conference “Rethinking the European Union’s
Strategy in the Western Balkans” organized by the
Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign
Policy in Thessaloniki. He presented at a panel
discussing statehood and status issues.
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On 12 May, Wolfgang Petritsch, Hannes Swoboda,
Vladimir Gligorov and Vedran Dzihic participated
at the seminar “Fiir Frieden und Gerechtigkeit in
den Landern Siidost-Europas: EUropéische
Partnerschaft mit der Region West-Balkan am
Beispiel Bosnien-Herzegowina und Kosovo”
organized in Vienna.

CULTURAL EVENTS

CEIS has organized an exhibition of photographs
by Valérie Frey titled “Face Your Fears” that will
be shown in Geneva between 17 November and 9
December 2006. The show was on display first
during the International Conference for Bosnia and
Herzegovina on 20-21 October 2005, organized by
a CEIS precursor, and in Sarajevo between 5 and 21
July 2006. Frey is a writer and photographer living
in Geneva whose work has been shown in
Switzerland, France, and Bosnia and Herzegovina
since 1998. In much the same way as we have seen
the destruction and lengthy reconstruction of the
Mostar Bridge, these photographs attempt to
capture the shift in the Balkans towards Europe.

Jasmina Husanovic is proceeding with the follow-
up to the project “Searching for new politics in
culture and education in Bosnia and Herzegovina”
initiated in the framework of the Association
Bosnia and Herzegovina 2005. Three workshops
were successfully organized in the course of April
2006 in Tuzla, Mostar and Banja Luka. Issues
discussed include: needs and problems in the
cultural and educational sectors today; suggestions
for possible solutions; positive practices in the
local, regional and European contexts; the process
of drafting cultural strategy tied with the
development of the educational sectors on relevant
state/government levels; and the connection
between European integration, reforms in Bosnia,
and cultural/educational policy. This project is now
starting the process of editing a publication
presenting the various research reports as well as
preparing the final wrap-up conference. The
project’s midterm report is available on request.
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